
AAUW Idaho's Reaction to Presidential Election  
 
The American Association of University Women (AAUW) is a non-partisan nationwide organization of 
women and men who advocate for issues that are important to women and families. Our members are 
Republicans, Libertarians, Independents, and Democrats. Our members are engineers, scientists, 
doctors, nurses, educators, lawyers, business executives, and so much more. 
 
The membership of AAUW Idaho and its six branches - Boise, Coeur d'Alene, Long Valley, Moscow, 
Orofino, and Pocatello - also represents a diversity of cultural and professional backgrounds as well as 
political party affiliations. Our branches have been active in community and advocacy activities in Idaho 
since 1909. We are proud of and embrace the diversity and different viewpoints of our members. We 
are united in our opposition to bigotry and bias based on gender, ethnicity, religion, and sexual 
orientation. 
 
Our disappointment with the outcome of the presidential election is not because of the political party 
that president-elect Donald Trump represents. Our disappointment is with the positions he has taken on 
many issues that could adversely affect women and families. 
 
We do not agree with the position that he is "not our president". He will be our president and was 
elected according to the rules currently in place. We support him when he states a desire for unity after 
such a divisive election campaign. But we believe personnel decisions lead to public policy decisions and 
are already questioning his commitment to unity when he appoints people whose past activities and 
viewpoints will divide the nation rather than unify it. 
 
We will be watching with great interest as he forms his cabinet and formulates his policies.  If or when 
he proposes legislation that will adversely impact women and families, we will mobilize and make our 
voices heard.  
 
AAUW members are active citizens at the local, state, and national level.  AAUW Idaho's Statehouse 
Lobby Corps has been and will continue to be involved in advocating for legislation at the state and local 
level that improves the lives of women and families. Conversely, we will vigorously oppose legislation 
that may negatively impact them.  
 
If the United States of America is to remain a great nation, we need to maintain our hard-won civil rights 
and the movement towards true gender equality. We must move forward, work together, and include 
all of the diverse members of our society. 
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