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To AAUW of Idaho members: 

  

The AAUW of Idaho Biennial Convention and Summer State Board meeting were held June 27-29, 2014, on 

the campus of Idaho State University in Pocatello. It was attended by our state officers, branch presidents, 

and several branch members. Also present were David Kirkwood, AAUW National Board Director liaison to 

Idaho, and a special guest, Margit Pettipas, AAUW Novato, California branch member, who had come to 

support her good friend, Kathy Scott, as she accepted the role of state president. All six AAUW of Idaho 

branches were represented. Here’s an overview of the business that was conducted: 

1. New slate of officers were elected and installed. They are: Kathy Scott, President; Carol 

Stirling, Membership VP; Gayle Wilde, Public Policy VP; Julie Custer, Funds Chair; Pat Alpine, 

Finance Officer; and Kitty Geidl, Recorder. Appointed officers are: Kathy Haley, Webmaster; 

Marilyn Arp, By-laws; Maribeth Alder, Gem State Bulletin; Lynn Brooks, Facebook; and 

Bonnie Pfaff, Nominating Committee Chair. The outgoing board members were recognized 

and thanked for their contributions. 

2. Outgoing Finance Officer Marilyn Arp reported revenue of $8,253 and expenses of $6,074 

prior to deduction of Convention and State Board expenses. The detailed report is available 

to members on request. 

3. David Kirkwood conducted a town hall meeting and presented “Forward in ‘15” updating 

the biennial work on AAUW’s Legal Advocacy, Research, and STEM (Science, Technology, 

Engineering, and Mathematics) programs. He also said AAUW awarded $3.72 million in 

grants and fellowships to 245 recipients in 2013. AAUW currently has 900 college/university 

partners and 40 student organizations. His report is available electronically for use at branch 

meetings. Webmaster Kathy Haley is working to get it onto the website; part of it is 

available on You Tube, or it may be requested from Kathy.  

4. Maxine Sullivan and Lynn Brooks of the Coeur d'Alene Branch conducted a demonstration 

of their adult spelling bee to show members how the branch uses this project to provide a 

fun activity for the community and raise funds; this year $2900. Several branches are 

interested in holding such an event and Maxine will prepare a written how-to with 

organizing instructions. The Coeur d'Alene branch schedules its event for the Thursday 

following Memorial Day, the same date as the annual national event, and ties it into national 

publicity. The Coeur d'Alene event, dubbed the Kootenai County Adult Spelling Bee, gets 

larger and more profitable each year. 

 



 

5. Biennial action priorities for Idaho for 2014 – 2016 were affirmed as follows: 

 To support a strong system of public education that promotes gender fairness, 

equity, and diversity; 

 To achieve economic self-sufficiency for all women; 

 To guarantee equality, individual rights, and social justice for a diverse society. 

6. Marilyn Arp presented the previously distributed resolution to advise National that 

AAUW of Idaho supports elimination of the degree requirement for membership in 

AAUW. The resolution failed on a vote of 19 against and 3 in favor. 

7. Carol Stirling, last year’s recipient of the Keep the Ball Rolling plaque, passed it on to 

Maribeth Alder. Members who have knowledge of the whereabouts of the written history 

of the award, or of its gilded accessories are asked to come forward. 

8. Congratulations to outgoing AAUW of Idaho Funds Chair, and incoming Recorder, Kitty 

Geidl. David Kirkwood announced that she has been selected to serve on the AAUW 

National Funds Committee. 

9. The behavioral interviewing and $tart $mart salary negotiation workshops have been 

expanded to include North Idaho College and the College of Idaho. Members voted to 

authorize $1300 in the new budget for licensing those two campuses. David Kirkwood 

said that the cost of purchasing the license will probably be reduced. Trainers have been 

certified in Pocatello so there will no longer be a necessity for trainers from Boise to 

travel to Idaho State University to conduct the workshops. 

10. Kathy Scott reported on the AAUW Rocky Mountain Regional Conference she and Julie 

Custer attended in Reno, Nevada, in March. There were 60 members from six states 

present. Kathy hopes to share with branches the training, No More Shooting in the Dark: 

How to Target AAUW Members with Wisdom and Precision; How to Market Your Branch. 

Kathy will be contacting branch presidents to determine a convenient time for her to visit 

their branch and discuss the possibility of presenting this training to the branches. Kathy 

intends to distribute a separate document with a more detailed report on the Regional 

Conference. 

11. Julie Custer, incoming Funds Chair, will send $261 to the AAUW funds; it is the profit 

from her raffle of gift cards to Amazon and Macy’s, won by Rita Haggardt and Andy 

Gibson. 

12. Elaine Smith, Pocatello branch member, former AAUW of Idaho president, and member 

of the Idaho House of Representatives, was the featured speaker at the Saturday evening 

convention dinner. She discussed the challenges and opportunities of working with the 

state legislature. 

13. Winter board was scheduled for President’s Day Weekend, February 14-15, 2015, in Boise 

at a place to be announced. Lobby day will be Monday, February 16. All members are 

encouraged to attend both events. 


