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Gem State Bulletin 
 

Come to beautiful Coeur d’Alene on 

August 12, 13 and 14 for our 48th 

Biennial State Convention  

 

    This meeting is held every other year for 

the purpose of conducting the business of 

the state. It is our opportunity to amend 

the bylaws, update our public policy 

priorities and to elect our state officers for 

the next term (2016-2018). Your 

participation and input are of great value to 

AAUW. 

    In addition to the business sessions, the 

Coeur d’Alene branch has planned fun 

activities and time has been built into the 

agenda to allow participants to enjoy the 

scenic opportunities for which Coeur 

d’Alene is so well known and loved.  

    The convention registration form is 

included in this edition of the Gem State 

Bulletin.  Please join us for a fun, 

informational weekend!   

 

Highlights of this year’s convention 

include:  

 A reception and social hour to kick 

off the convention, followed by 

dinner on your own and 

participation in the art walk down 

Sherman Avenue. 

 A presentation by Ellie Hill, AAUW 

national board member, on the 

status of AAUW at the national level, 

followed by discussion, questions 

and answers. 
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 An educational presentation by Sylvia 

Chariton, Boise area branch president, on 

the importance of Title IX. 

 An optional Saturday afternoon cruise on 

beautiful Lake Coeur d’Alene. 

 Training by Erica Stout, AAUW training and 

program manager for member leadership 

programs, on Telling Your AAUW Story. 

She manages leadership development 

resources and programming, including the 

member trainers program, online learning 

opportunities, and in-person trainings to 

support the growth of AAUW branches and 

states. She also advances AAUW’s diversity 

and inclusion work in collaboration with 

the Diversity and Inclusion Task Force. 

Erica holds a bachelor’s degree in 

sociology and women’s studies from the 

University of Maryland. 
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 Officers nominated for 2014-2016 

Thanks to the work of the 2014 – 2016 nominating committee: Bonnie Pfaff, Boise, 

chair, and Kitty Geidl, Orofino, the following outstanding women are presented for 

election at the 48
th

 Biennial AAUW of Idaho Convention:  

 

 AAUW OF IDAHO SLATE OF OFFICERS 2016-2018 

  

 

 

 

Report from the Nominating Committee 
 

Meet the Candidates 
 

Co-President – Kathy Scott 

Co-President – Julie Custer 

VP Public Policy – Gayle Wilde 

VP Membership – Andy Gibson 

 

Recording Secretary – Kitty Geidl 

Finance Officer – Kay Reed 

Funds Chair – Bonnie Pfaff 

Born and raised on the east coast, I traveled to Idaho 

State University for my undergraduate degree. My married 

life to a Chevron engineer took me to other places to live: 

Los Angeles, California; El Paso, Texas; and Honolulu, Hawaii. 

With the exception of L.A., I always joined AAUW to meet 

women who shared my passion for education and pay equity. 

In 1990 I moved to Boise, went back to school (M.B.A.) and 

work, then retired. For the past several years I have been 

very involved in the leadership of AAUW Boise area branch 

serving as branch president from 2012 to 2014 and as state 

president since July 1, 2014.   

 

 

  

   
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

Kathy Scott 

Co-President 

     I was born and raised in McAllen, Texas. At 22 I 

moved to Houston to work in the benefits department of a 

Fortune 500 company. I transferred to the Dallas office for 

two years then moved to Boise, in 1979. I began working 

for Boise Cascade Corporation in February, 1980, and 

remained there until my retirement in May 2003.  

I attended George Fox University, Boise campus, 

where I received my degree in Management and 

Organizational Leadership.  I joined the AAUW Boise area 

branch in May 2010. I was the branch fundraising chair 

from 2012-2014, branch newsletter editor from  2012 to 

2015, branch president-elect for 2014, branch president 

from January 1, 2015 to July 1, 2016, and state funds 

chair from 2014-2016.   

 

Julie Custer 

Co-President 
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       My first connection with AAUW was when I joined the 

San Ramon, California branch in 2006 where I held 

leadership positions and was actively involved in a number 

of interest groups.  I joined the Boise branch in 2011 shortly 

after moving to Boise. In 2013, I was instrumental in the 

branch forming a relationship with Boise State University 

Impact Scholars who are students who have aged out of the 

foster care system.  I was co-chair of special events for two 

plus years ending June 30, 2016.  I am actively engaged in 

several interest groups. 

     I grew up in the New York State Adirondacks in a family 

that encouraged us to seek higher education.  I have a BA in 

history with a minor in business from the University of 

Bridgeport, Connecticut in 1967.  I worked in administrative 

positions in the corporate world prior to working for New 

York State. The last 16 years I was with the NYS 

Environmental Facilities Corporation where I was director of 

administration and finance.  During these years I continued  

 
 

 

 

Boise was my birthplace, and I grew up on Pierce Park 

Lane.  I lived at home and had a couple of part-time jobs 

while attending Boise Junior College, where I received an 

associate of arts degree in 1961.  I began aiming for a pre-

vet bachelor of science, but ended up with a Spanish major, 

English and business administration minors, degree from 

UCLA in 1963.   

I had summer school in Guadalajara, Mexico, and a 

lot of graduate classes at UCLA and Boise State, but never 

completed a master’s.  I worked in the residence halls at 

UCLA after graduation, then in businesses and taught 

school for several years. After marrying Ralph in 1969, I. 

 

Gayle Wilde 

Public Policy Vice President 

quit teaching and worked in his petroleum wholesale business.  I served as a 

representative in the Idaho legislature 1986-96.  Ralph died five years ago, and our only 

child is Anne, who lives in Boise and is the mother of grandson Morgan. I was active in 

Long Valley AAUW for many years, holding many different offices.  Now I’m a dual 

member with the Boise Branch and serve as Boise Public Policy Chair. I look forward to 

continuing my role as AAUW of Idaho public policy vice president. 

 

Meet the Candidates Continued 
 

 

to take classes at the Rockefeller College of Public Affairs and Policy, SUNY Albany in 

public administration. I am passionate about AAUW and its programs and the 

encouragement through grants and fellowships it affords women in pursuing higher 

education and making other important life choices.  I love the friendships and 

connections I have made from the first day I joined. And, since I no longer work in a 

government environment, I love that I can make my voice heard on issues important to 

me.    My passion has rubbed off on my husband who was the first male member to join 

the Boise branch in 2015-16. We now have four male members. 

 

 

Andy Gibson 

Membership 

Vice President 
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 Meet the Candidates Continued 

(librarian) and technology coordinator at Orofino High School. I have been active in 

my community, serving on the Clearwater Community Complex Committee, the local 

public library board (past chair), and I am the current president of the local library 

friends group. In addition to AAUW, I belong to the Idaho Library Association.  

In addition to helping my husband, also a retired educator, on our ranch, I golf, read, 

travel and garden. I also enjoy spending time with grandchildren. 

 
 Kitty Geidl 

Recording Secretary 

     I am an Orofino branch member who is seeking to 

continue in the position of recording secretary for AAUW of 

Idaho. I have belonged to AAUW since 1985 and have 

served as branch membership vice president, secretary and 

financial officer as well as the public policy chair. A 

member of the state board for AAUW of Idaho for the past 

11 years, I served as state membership vice president 

(2004-06), state president (2006-10), AAUW funds chair 

(2008-14), and state recording secretary (2014-present).  

     While holding state offices, I attended the AAUW 

Leadership Conference in Washington, D.C. in 2004 and 

2006 and the association conventions in 2007, 2009, 2011, 

2013, and 2015. I am currently on the AAUW nominating 

committee.  

     I was an educator in Idaho for 33 years, serving first as 

an English teacher and later as the media generalist  

 

       I am a native Boise resident and a graduate of 

Boise High School.  I lived in Oregon for seven years 

in the 1970’s, during which time I graduated from 

Eastern Oregon University (then College) with a 

degree in secondary education.  I moved back to 

Boise in 1979, and got a job with Boise Cascade 

Corporation. I worked in several areas over the years 

including human resources, audit, and corporate 

security.  That company gave me wonderful 

opportunities and the chance to travel throughout 

the country and Canada.  I retired after 25 years with 

BCC. I met my husband, Jim, at BCC.  He passed away 

in 2011; we were together for nearly 30 years.  I have 

one son and three step sons.  My interests include 

gardening, golf, yoga, walking and hiking, reading,  

 
and doing fun things with my friends and kids.  In addition to AAUW, I belong to the 

Warm Spring Ladies’ Golf Association, a book club, the YMCA, and a fantasy 

football league.  I served as the AAUW Boise branch financial officer this past year.  I 

will co-chair the entertainment committee this coming year for the branch.  I look 

forward to working with the state board.  

 

 

Kay Reed 

Finance Officer 
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Bonnie Pfaff 

Funds Chair 

Meet the Candidates Continued 
 

     I am honored to be a candidate for the office of 

AAUW funds chair for the AAUW of Idaho board.  I 

joined AAUW in 1976, fresh out of Boise State 

University, with a major in finance.   I was in awe of the 

strong women I met in AAUW who have continued to 

expand my world view of everything. I completed my 

Master of Organizational Leadership in 2012.  I feel it is 

important that we financially support AAUW and our 

mission to advance equity for women and girls. 

      I am a member of the Boise area branch where I 

served as treasurer and as branch president.  In addition 

I have held several positions on the Idaho state board 

that include treasurer, membership vice president, co-

vice president of public policy and I served as co-state 

president from 2010-2014.  As a military family we lived 

in numerous places until we settled down in Meridian 

during my junior year in high school. I have spent my 

 
I have spent my career in the banking industry and am currently employed by Wells 

Fargo Bank.  I am married to Richard Pfaff and we have three daughters ages 26, 28 and 

30. In my spare time I enjoy reading, gardening, hiking, bicycling and riding with my 

husband on our Gold Wing motorcycle.  

 

 

 Convention Voting 
 

While the AAUW of Idaho State Convention welcomes all AAUW of Idaho 

members, voting is done by delegates. The voting body includes state 

representatives and other delegates including elected and appointed officers, 

chairs of all standing committees, past presidents of the state, presidents of the 

branches, and branch delegates. 

Per AAUW of Idaho Bylaws, each branch is entitled to one branch delegate 

for each five members counted as of Feb 1, 2016, with a minimum of two 

delegates per branch. The president also appoints one delegate for each 10 

national members of the state and one for each college/university partner 

member. Delegates representing a majority of branches shall constitute a 

quorum. 

At press time no new resolutions or by-laws changes had been submitted 

for consideration by the convention. 
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State Convention Agenda  
Summer Board Meeting Agenda  

  

August 12, 13, & 14, 2016  
North Idaho College, Meyer Health and Sciences Building Auditorium   

1000 W. Garden Av., Coeur d'Alene, ID  
  

Friday, August 12, 2016  
5:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.  

 Social hosted by the Coeur d'Alene branch: St Luke's 

Episcopal Church, 501 E. Wallace Av. (corner of 5th & 
Wallace). Wine, light hors d'oeuvres, pre-registration  

  

7:00 p.m.  
 Dinner on your own (Art Walk is 5:00-8:00 p.m. on 
Sherman Avenue)  

  

Saturday, August 13, 2016  
9:00 a.m.  

 Welcome  

 Introductions  
  

9:30 a.m.  
 Ellie Hill, AAUW national board member  

  

10:30 a.m.  
 Break  

  

10:45 a.m.  
 Erica Stout, AAUW training and program manager, 
member leadership programs, "Telling Your AAUW 

Story"  
  

12:15 p.m.  
 Lunch  

  

1:00 p.m.  
 Sylvia Chariton, AAUW Boise Area Branch president, 
"Title IX"  

  

3:00 p.m.  
 Free time to explore Coeur d'Alene  

  

6:00 p.m.  
 Dinner  
 Speaker "Early Education"  

Sunday, August 14, 2016  
9:00 a.m.  

 Vote on 2016-2018 

officers  
 Install new officers  
 Approve public policy 

program  
 Approve state bylaws 

changes  
 Other convention 
business  

  

9:50 a.m.  
 Convention ends and 

Break  
  

Summer Board Meeting  
10:00 a.m.  

 Set the budget  
 Develop plans for 

winter board  
 Should all board 
meetings be held in 

Boise?  
 Discuss 2018 State 

Convention  
  

12:00 noon  
 Adjourn  

  

 

 



 

Page 7 

 

Gem State Bulletin 

 

 

 AAUW of Idaho 48th Biennial Convention 
August 12, 13, & 14, 2016  

North Idaho College, Meyer Health and Sciences Building Auditorium   
1000 W. Garden Ave., Coeur d'Alene, ID  

 

AAUW of Idaho Convention Registration – Due July 25, 2016 
 

 Name:_____________________________________________ Branch :__________________________________  

Address:___________________________________________City:_________________State:______Zip:________  

Email:_________________________________________________________     Phone:______________________  

 

Please Check All That Apply 

  Convention registration fee – full Convention  
Convention registration fee - Saturday only; includes box lunch  

$ 35.00  
$ 20.00  

      

 Hosted Pre-Convention Social Friday, August 12, 5:00-7:00 p.m.  
St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, 501 E. Wallace Ave. (5th & Wallace)     

  Included  

      

 Box lunch - Saturday, August 13. Please select one below:  
___ Option 1: turkey & Swiss on croissant; pasta salad, fruit, cookie  
___ Option 2: chef salad, fruit, chips, cookie   

Included in 
registration  

      

 Optional:  Coeur d'Alene Lake Cruise, Saturday 4:30 to 6:00 p.m.  
                          Adult rate:  $24.75  
               Senior rate (55+):  $22.75  

____ Adult  
____ Senior  

= $_______  
  

      

 Dinner - Saturday, August 13, 2016, 6:30 p.m. at Uva Italian 
Restaurant, 309 E. Lakeside Ave., Coeur d'Alene. Please select one:   
___  Option 1: chicken parmesan  
___  Option 2: pasta primavera (vegan)  
___  Option 3: penne pasta in creamy basil pesto sauce w/tomatoes  
All options include Caesar salad or minestrone soup, sherbet dessert, 

coffee/tea/soft drink & gratuity.  Alcoholic beverages available for extra 

cost.  

___ Member  
____Guests  
@ $20 each  
= $_______  

  Housing options:  
___  Local AAUW member home (you will receive follow-up contact)  
___  (recommended motel) Quality Inn; $159 per night (AAA members)  
        Contact motel directly at (208) 765-5500  
___  I have made my own arrangements  

   

  TOTAL DUE  $ _______   

 
Check should be made payable to AAUW of Idaho and mailed to AAUW Coeur d'Alene Area 
Branch, P.O. Box 3487, Coeur d'Alene, ID  83816 by JULY 25, 2016.  

For questions, contact Lynn Brooks, (208) 277-6307, or millbrook61@roadrunner.com.  
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Maribeth Alder  

2244 Jacqueline Lane  
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